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MISREPRESENTING 
MINDANAO:

•Troubled writings on a 
troubled land



WAY 
MINDANAO 
HISTORY 
HAS TO BE 
RIGHTLY 
WRITTEN?

The Trouble with History

• Many Filipinos have a 
faint idea of our 
common history.  

• Everything about 
Mindanao seems 
contested. 



“…the perceptions and 
understandings that Muslims 
and Christians have of each 
other lack objectivity and are 
coloured by strong biases and 
prejudices; but especially 
strong are the biases Christians 
have against Muslims.”  

Rosalita Tolibas-Nunez, 1997. Roots of 
conflict: Muslims, Christians, and the 
Mindanao struggle. Makati City: Asian 
Institute of Management. P. 84.

BIASES AND PREJUDICES



BIASES and 
PREJUDICES 

• Muslims probably secretly 
hate all non-Muslims 
secretely.

What	the	majority	of	the	Filipinos	think	
about	their	Muslims	compatriots?

• Muslims are probably 
more prone to run amok55%

47%
• Muslims are 

probably terrorists 
or extremists 

44%

Appendix 1.1. 
“Measuring the bias 
against 
Muslims,” (Manila: 
Human Development 
Network, 2005).



BIASES and 
PREJUDICES 

Accountability: the Catholic Schools’s 
and the Reproduction of Prejudices 

“The	Catholic	Church	in	general	and	
Catholic	educational	institutions	in	
particular	are	weighed	down	by		
‘baggages’	as	a	repository	of	
confessional	and	historical	biases	
against	Muslims	and	Lumads.”

Atty.	Benny	Bacani	
Director,	Institute	for	Autonomous	Government	
Cotabato	City



BIASES and 
PREJUDICES 

• Pursued	within	the	conceptual	
framework	of	civilisation-development,	
state	educational	policies	gave	
integration	a	veneer	of	benevolence…”

Elitist	Manila-centred	Worldview

Milligan, J.A. 
(2005). Faith in 
School: 
Educational 
Policy 
Responses to 
Ethno-Religious 
Conflict in the 
Southern 
Philippines, 
1935-1985 

Formulated	within	the	cultural,	
religious,	and	political	worldview	
of	a	Manila-centred	elite

Nationalistic	
educational	
policy

Widely	experienced	as	a	homogenisation	of	Filipino	
identity	hostile	to	Muslim	Filipino	identities,	regardless	
of	that	bureaucracy’s	benevolent	intentions.	



BIASES and 
PREJUDICES 

Manila-centric		
Elitist	Worldview

Milligan, J.A. 
(2005). Faith in 
School: 
Educational 
Policy 
Responses to 
Ethno-Religious 
Conflict in the 
Southern 
Philippines, 
1935-1985 

■ “The	Manila-centered	educational	elite	
continued	to	hold	the	power	to	define	
national	identity	in	terms	of	colonial	
borders	and	their	own	historical	
experience…	

■ “While	50	years	of	the	policy	of	integration	
through	education	no	doubt	contributed	
to	the	social	mobility	of	individual	
Muslims…it	largely	failed	to	achieve	the	
goal	of	mitigating	Muslim-Christian	
tensions	in	Mindanao”



UNDERSTANDING	
THE	PREJUDICES

QUIZ!



  
Pambansang 

Dahon

Anahaw 



  
Pambansang 

Bulaklak

Sampaguita  



  
Pambansang 

Bungang- 
Kahoy

Mangga  



Narra  
  

Pambansang 
Punong-Kahoy



Pambansang 
Tirahan

Kubo 
 



  
Pambansang 

Ibon

Agila 



  
Pambansang 

Isda

Bangus  



ANO ang 
Pambansang 
PAGKAIN?

Litson



“2004 
Teachers’ 
Choice” 
  
Also available: 
2007, 2011 
editions)



 
Pambansang 

Hayop

Kalabaw  



  
Pambansang 

Isda

Bangus  



Pambansang	Wika:	FILIPINO	



PAMBANSANG SAGISAG NG PILIPINAS 
O PANGUNAHING SAGISAG?



PAMBANSANG WIKA?



Pambansang Bayani? 

• Philippine laws do 
not provide a 
national hero/s.



Pambansang	Sayaw?



Pambansang Isda?



Pambansang Damit ng lalaki?



Pambansang Damit ng Babae?



BAKIT SULYAP LANG 
KAY RIZAL SA DAPITAN?



 
 
 

Pambansang 
Kamao 
 

http://angbagongfilipino.wordpress.com/2010/11/14/ang-

pambansang-kamao/

Manny 
Paquiao  



BAKIT SULYAP LANG  
KAY RIZAL SA DAPITAN?



Mindanao in Philippine 
Primary School TextbooksREVIEW

Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Grade VI Textbook (2007) Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ

Grade School 
Texts

“Ang	Yakan	naman	ay	
taga-Basilan.	Maliit	
lamang	sila,	singkit	ang	
mga	mata,	at	maitim	
ang	buhok	na	parang	
taga-Borneo.”		
	 ---Grade	6.	(2007)



Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



GRADE 2 TEXTBOOK

Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



GRADE 2 TEXTBOOK

Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Ang Hadlang sa Pag-unlad ng Mindanao Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Top Left to right- Efren Bata Reyes, Leah 
Salonga, Paeng Nepomuceno 
Bottom: Left to right: Francisca Reyes 
Aquino, Juan Luna, 



Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



Pasonanca Park in 
Zamboanga Del Sur?

Compiled	by	
Albert	Alejo,	SJ



} In most of the Sibika and Social Studies 
Textbooks that our basic education institution 
make use today, MINDANAO is 
underrepresented, misrepresented or not 
represented at all. 

} Reflected in the economy of Mindanao.

MINDANAO: Underrepresented, 
Misrepresented, Not Represented



PHILIPPINE 
COMPARATIVE 
ECONOMY AND 
DENSITY MAP

Beyond	the	Veil	of	Conflict:	
Moving	Toward	Economic	
Integration	for	Sustained	
Development	and	Peace	in	
Mindanao	(World	Bank	2010)



ENDING 
BIASES and 
PREJUDICES 

“We	call	on	all	our	citizens	to	learn 
more about	the	challenges	faced	by	
our	fellow	Filipinos	in	Mindanao,	the	
peace	agreement	and	the	Bangsamoro	
Basic	Law,	and	the	ways	we	can	all	
contribute	to	a	lasting	peace	and	
inclusive	development	throughout	the	
country.”

Changing Academic 
Landscape

Professors for 
Peace
February 24, 
2015 
professorsforp
eace / https://
professorsforp
eace.wordpres
s.com/)

https://professorsforpeace.wordpress.com/2015/02/24/statement-for-peace/
https://professorsforpeace.wordpress.com/2015/02/24/statement-for-peace/
https://professorsforpeace.wordpress.com/author/professorsforpeace/
https://professorsforpeace.wordpress.com/author/professorsforpeace/


ENDING 
BIASES and 
PREJUDICES “Schools,	colleges	and	universities,	

acknowledged	as	neutral	agents	of	change,	can	
play	a	strategic	and	leadership	role	in	helping	
craft	a	Mindanao	peace	roadmap,	build	broad	
support	around	it,	and	provide	timely	
assessments	and	inputs	as	to	its	implementation.		
The	conventional	notion	that	education	is	the	
long-term	solution	to	peacelessness	“self-
limits”	the	vast	potentials	of	educational	
institutions	as	credible	and	effective	platforms	
for	peace-building	and	peace-making	in	the	
short	and	medium	term.”	--- (Atty. Beny 
Bacani) 

The	Consequential	Roles	of	the	
Catholic	Educational	Institutions



ENDING 
BIASES and 
PREJUDICES “Schools,	colleges	and	universities,	

acknowledged	as	neutral	agents	of	change,	can	
play	a	strategic	and	leadership	role	in	helping	
craft	a	Mindanao	peace	roadmap,	build	broad	
support	around	it,	and	provide	timely	
assessments	and	inputs	as	to	its	implementation.		
The	conventional	notion	that	education	is	the	
long-term	solution	to	peacelessness	“self-
limits”	the	vast	potentials	of	educational	
institutions	as	credible	and	effective	platforms	
for	peace-building	and	peace-making	in	the	
short	and	medium	term.”	--- (Atty. Beny 
Bacani) 

The	Consequential	Roles	of	the	
Catholic	Educational	Institutions



CONCEIVING THE 
MINDANAO 
TIMELINE PROJECT
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PEACE	EDUCATION	AND	
COMMUNICATION	INITIATIVES	IN	
MINDANAO





ALAMINDANAW PROJECT  
Modules to Introduce Mindanao to Elementary  

and High School Students





WRITING 
MINDANAO,

RIGHTING 
MINDANAO 



WHAT IT 
ENTAILS TO 
WRITE AND 
RIGHT OUR 
HISTORY?

Weave a Common History 
of Philippine peoples

Shared vision of a 
peaceful and 
abundant future.

Minimum: 
Shared reading of 

our collective 
history



HOW CAN A 
COMMON 
PEOPLES 
HISTORY 
CAN BE 
WEAVED? 

Peace and Social 
Justice Framework

VIABLE 
PEACE

Education

Communication



STRATEGIC  
RESPONSE 

CREATIVITY

Expand the in-between 
space of the dialogue 
movement  
Go beyond the usual face-to-
face meetings.  



THE	MINDANAO-SULU	PEACE	AND	
HISTORY	EDUCATION	PROJECT	

• An Infographic of Mindanao’s  
political, economic, cultural and  
ecological history in the service 
of dialogue and development; 

• Conceived by Fr. Albert E. 
Alejo, SJ 



Learning and Building from 
Previous Initiatives

■ 2000,Comprehensive Mindanao Educational 
Program (CMEP)	promised	a	whole	rethinking	of	
Mindanao	curriculum.		But	Pres.	Estrada’s	“all-out-
war”	stopped	the	process.		

■ 2000.	Mindanao Coalition of Development 
Organization (Mincode)	commissioned	scholars	
to	produce	enlightened	volumes	on	Mindanao	history.	
Unfortunately,	only	two	out	of	nine	segments	resulted	
in	publication	several	years	after	the	funding	got	
depleted.	



Strategic Response:  
Production of Educational 
Tools

• Expand	the	in-between	space	of	
the	dialogue	movement	to	go	
beyond	the	usual	face-to-face	
meetings	of	religious	moderates.		

• Address	the	urgent	but	delicate	
need	for	practical	education	
materials	for	peace	
communication.	

The		
Mindanao-	
Sulu	
Timeline	
Project	2017



Extend Peace 
Communication

• Portray the wide range of 
uncontested and 
convergent realities that 
even diverse cultural, 
religious and political 
groups could live with. 

The		
Mindanao-	
Sulu	
Timeline	
Project	2017



 
WEAVING A 

MULTISTRAND  
MINDANAO 
TIMELINE  

An Infographic of Mindanao’s 
Political, Economic, Cultural and  

Ecological History in the Service of 
Dialogue and Development 



Infographic Timeline

• Visually interweaves multiple strands 
of data in the form of words, 
numbers, or images,  

• Synthesizes the data into a tapestry 
that allows onlookers an overview of 
connections and offers insights 
beyond the narrow snapshots of 
realities that often dominate 
debates. 



Expected Benefits/Probable 
Impacts on Education 

■ Better understanding of the development 
of the political, economic, social, cultural, 
and ecological histories of the Mindanao.  

■ Will highlight diversity of cultures across 
the timeline all interwoven in history   

■ Sequences of events and 
interconnections between politics, 
culture, and environment. 





The	color-codes:	Green-	Ecological,	Yellow-	
Economic,	Light	Violet-	Arts	&	Culture,	Red-	

Political



The Mindanao Timeline in Colours

1. Political: government, international 
relations, wars, agreements, etc.  
2. Socio-cultural: migration, cultural 
movements, youth trends, peace process 
3. Economic: trades, introduction of 
crops, technologies, products,   
4. Ecological: Forest density, 
introduction of logging, farming, mining, 
disasters



THE MINDANAO-SULU TIMELINE 
VERSION 2017



LOCATING THE 
MINDANAO TIMELINE 
IN HIGHER 
EDUCATION G.E. 
COURSES 
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Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in the Higher Education revised 
courses

AREAS COURSES
MANDATED Rizal Life and Works

Revised GENERAL 
EDUCATION

• Readings in Philippine History
• Globalization and the 
Contemporary World

• Art Appreciation

ELECTIVE

• Mathematics, Science, and 
Technology

• Social Science and Philosophy
• Arts and Humanities



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in RIZAL LIFE AND WORKS



July 17, 1892

Photo of Rizal from NHCP website

Rizal arrives in Dapitan, where 
Spanish authorities sent him on exile 
for his anti-government views, and 
stays until 1896 where he spends the 
days practicing medicine; establishing 
a school of boys and engaging in 
community development projects that 
include a water system. 



Photo of Rizal Shrine  from Dapitan City Government website, 

Rizal and Josephine Bracken, by the rock beside Rizal’s 
house, exchanged vows by holding their hands together and 
in July 1895  Francisco Rizal y Bracken is born prematurely 
and dies hours after birth



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in READINGS IN PHILIPPINE 
HISTORY



PEOPLING OF  
MINDANAO



The earliest people in Mindanao had likely set foot in 
the region around 700 BC, according to chronological 
analyses of languages and statistical studies of the 
lexicons in the region. Scholars generally agree that 
these early Mindanao inhabitants descended from the 
wider Austronesian-speaking groups of people thriving 
across the shores and highlands from northeastern 
Africa to the Western Pacific.



Paleolithic Period  
(Old Stone Age)

Early humans utilize the 
environment resources and 
inhabit Huluga, Cagayan de Oro 
and Talacogon, Agusan area as 
evidenced by the presence of 
stone tools. 

Photo of Flake Tool from National Museum



9,000 to 5,000  
years ago
The early inhabitants of Balobok Rock 
Shelter in Tawi Tawi  use the shell adze, 
shell knives and ornaments , suggesting a 
thriving shell technology and maritime 
contact between eastern Indonesia, the 
Philippines and Near Oceania.



BUTUAN AND  
THE WORLD



320

Photos of ancient and modern Balanghay:   
National Museum and Mindanews

People travel far beyond the 
seas of Mindanao in boats 
called Balanghay.   

Archeological excavations 
yield 8 balanghay boats from 
different parts of Butuan 
indicating that the area is a 
dynamic global port.



1001 
To establish formal trade relationship with the Sung 
Dynasty of China, the Kingdom of Butuan sends envoys 
and gifts of tortoise shells, animals, and spices.



SULU AND GLOBAL 
CONNECTIONS



618-907
Sulu-China trade begins as early as the Tang Dynasty 
as evidenced by the Tang ceramics found in Sulu and 
Tang Dynasty coins located in Basilan.  Across the 
centuries, Chinese traders migrate and integrate 
themselves into the Sulu social world.



1417

Photo of the tomb of the Sulu King Paduka Batara  
in Dezhou, China by Darwin Absari) 

Three Sulu Rulers, namely 
Paduka Batara, Maharaja 
Kamaluddin and Paduka 
Prabhu pursue diplomatic 
and trade relations with the 
Chinese Dynasties.  Paduka 
Batara dies in China, and is 
buried in a tomb constructed

by imperial ministers. The Emperor of China naturalize his 
descendants and grant them the family names Wen and An.  
His tomb remains protected up to today.



EMBRACING ISLAM



Late 1200’s  - Early 1300’s
Amidst dynamic overseas economic and 
diplomatic engagements of the leading ports of 
Mindanao, the people in Sulu and the other parts 
of the island begins to embrace Islam.  

Muslim traders, who dominate economic activities 
in Southeast Asia, transform Sulu into a major 
trading center for goods coveted in Arab and 
Mediterranean lands.



1270 - 1310

Photo of Tuan Mashaikha’s tomb by Darwin Absari

Ahmad Timhar Maqbalu, a highly 
learned descendant of the Prophet 
Muhammad and the first known 
Musim preacher in the Philippines, 
arrives in Maimbung, Sulu during 
this period. The Tausugs 
endearingly call Maqbalu their 
Tuan Mashaikha, revered religious 
leader, and respect him deeply for 
his superior intellect. 



1515

Photo of Kabungsuan Festival by Mindanews 

Magindanaw communities embrace 
Islam following the conversion 
missions undertaken by Sarip 
Muhammad Kabungsuan of Johore 
across the plains and estuaries of 
Cotabato. 

Islamic conversions in Cotabato set in motion the spread of 
Islam deep into the Maranao enclaves in Lanao through the 
Pulangi river and the Iranun, Teduray, Kalibugan, Sangil, and 
Kalagan territories in the coastal areas of Zamboanga, 
Maguindanao, Sarangani, and Davao.



ACCEPTING CHRISTIANITY 
IN NORTHERN MINDANAO



1538
Christianity is introduced in Mindanao by a 
Portuguese priest, Francisco de Castro , who  
arrives in Butuan and baptizes Datu Elian and 
its people, after which more missionaries 
arrive in Mindanao. 



SPANISH COLONIAL ATTEMPTS 
COMMENCE



1565
Miguel Lopez de Legazpi travels to Camiguin in 
search of cinnamon. 

Maguindanao is trading with the Dutch, Sulu is 
trading with the British, Dutch, and the French, 
the Manobo is trading with the Dutch



June 3, 1571
A 2,000-strong Moro fleet led by a young 
general from Pampanga fights the Spanish 
forces in Manila Bay. 



THE RISE OF THE 
MAGUINDANAO 

SULTANATE



1619 - 1671
Sultan Kudarat emerges as one of 
the strongest and most influential 
leaders in the Maguindanao Region,  
presiding in the era when the 
Maguindano Sultanate strengthened 
trading ties with the Chinese, the 
Dutch and other Europeans and Photo of the statue of Sultan Kudarat by Bobby Timonera

rising as a military power. The period of Sultan Kudarat’s 
ascendancy marks the writing of the Luwaran, a Maguindanao 
State and Islamic jurisprudence or the Moro Law



1860-1902
Sultan Anwarud-din-Uto, “Datu Utto”, reigns as a strong 
unifying leader of the sultanates around the Pulangi, with 
4,000 to 5,000 slaves and a huge stock of modern 
weapons, and is considered one of the most significant 
figures in Mindanao’s resistance against Spanish 
colonization



August 1896
Philippine Revolution starts in Mindanao with the 
mutiny of hundreds of political deportees and 
prisoners in Iligan.



May 18, 1898

Photo from Zamboanga City website

The last Spanish Governor General in 
the Philippines, Diego de los Rios, 
surrenders to Revolutionary General 
Vicente Alvarez after a fierce battle in 
Fort Pilar, Zamboanga, and the next 
day, the remaining Spanish forces left 
Zamboanga city, formally ending the 
supremacy of the Spaniards in 
Mindanao.



SERIAL RAISING OF 
THE PHILIPPINE 

FLAGS IN MINDANAO



December 26, 1898
The Philippine Flag is raised in Surigao City Hall, Surigao 
City, a few months after the declaration of independence, 
becoming the first Philippine-Flag Raising in Mindanao.



January 17, 1899
The Vatican Flag is lowered and the Philippine 
Flag is raised in Butuan City



December 26, 1898
The Philippine Flag is raised in Surigao City 
Hall, Surigao City, a few months after the 
declaration of independence, becoming the first 
Philippine-Flag Raising in Mindanao.



August 20 1899 

Photo of Signing of the Bates Agreement from: morolandhistory.com

The US resorts to what is known as 
the Bates Treaty in order to 
concentrate its limited forces in the 
north against Filipino troops and to 
hold at bay the Moro resistance in 
the Sulu Archipelago, leading to the 
dissolution of Moro sovereignty and 
the dismantling of the Sulu 
Sultanate. 



October 7, 1903 

Davao Torrens title photo from:   
https://www.philippine-property.net

The Philippine Commission enacts 
the Public Land  Law where all lands 
not registered under Act No. 496 are 
deemed public lands and available 
for Homestead, and it takes effect on 
July 1,1919  providing for 
homesteads of not exceeding 24 
hectares for individuals, not exceeding 1,024 hectares for 
corporations and 10 hectares for non-Christians, leading to 
the influx of migrant-settlers in Mindanao and further 
displacement of IPs from their ancestral domains.



October 16, 1936

http://davaohistoryph.blogspot.com/2014/09/chapter-10-new-world-of-davao-1903-1940.html

Economic progress and 
population growth 
contribute to Davao’s 
conversion from a 
municipality to a city, and 
the Charter of Davao City is 
signed by Manuel Quezon



December 8, 1941
Japanese planes attack military stations in Baguio, 
Clark Field and Davao on 8 December 1941 thus 
starting the Pacific War.



March 13, 1942
General Douglas Mac Arthur and his family 
land in Macabalan from Corregidor en route 
to Asutralia



May 18, 1943
The Women’s Auxiliary Service is 
formed in Ozamis City



July - August 1945
Last battle in Mindanao during World War II takes 
place in  Sarangani Bay, during the final assault 
landing in the Philippines.



CONSTRUCTION AND RECONSTRUCTION



1950’s
The Homestead Act and  “a massive influx of northern 
migrants to Mindanao, particularly areas occupied by 
Moros and IPs, was partly a result of government-
sponsored resettlement programs and partly due to 
spontaneous migration of northern settlers looking to own 
land in Mindanao”



1968
The MNLF emerges, and hopes to make a contribution 
towards the resolution of the Bangsamoro Problem, the 
single talking point of the peace negotiations between the 
Philippine government and the Moro.



February 7, 1974

Photo from Mindanews.com  and MNLF.com

More than 20,000 Muslim, 
Christian and Chinese civilian 
residents of Jolo perish in the 
wild inferno of the burning of 
the central commercial town 
caused by repeated land, sea 
and air bombardments, 
caught in the cross fire 
between the two-day battle



Photos from Mindanews.com  and MNLF.com

of the Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) and the Moro 
National Liberation Front (MNLF) right in the town center of 
Jolo, rendering scores of thousands homeless, evacuees 
and refugees in other places in the islands of mainland 
Mindanao, Visayas, Luzon and in neighboring Sabah State



1974

Photo of Sining Kambayoka from:  http://www.msumain.edu.ph/details.php/student/
student-arts-and-culture/sining-kambayoka-ensemble

Sining Kambayoka, the 
world-famous theater group 
from Mindanao State 
University, is founded by 
playwright-director Frank G. 
Rivera, the root word being 
bayok, a traditional Maranao 
drama with two versifiers 
acting out a story



PEOPLE POWER IN MINDANAO



1987 - 1989

Photo of anti-logging protesters in Bukidnon from:  https://www.scarboromissions.ca/
Scarboro_missions_magazine/Issues/2013/Mar_Apr/images/politics_2.jpg

People Power Versus Logging 
in San Fernando, Bukidnon 

An upland town in Bukidnon 
starts a protest that forces the 
Cory Aquino government to 
impose a logging ban in the 
entire province.



HOPES FOR PEACE



September  2, 1996
Signing of the Final Peace Agreement 
which is the full implementation of the 1976 Tripoli Agreement, 
embodies and constitutes the totality of all the agreements, to 
covenant and understandings between the GRP and the MNLF 
respecting all the subject matters embodied herein. This Agreement 
supersedes and modifies all agreements, consensus, covenants, 
documents and communications not referred to or embodied in this 
Agreement or whose terms and conditions are otherwise 
inconsistent herewith. Any conflict in the interpretation of this 
Agreement shall be resolved in the light of the Philippine 
Constitution and existing laws. MNLF Chairman, Prof. Nur Misuari 
and his running mate, Guimid Matalam are elected unopposed as 
Governor and Vice-Governor of the ARMM



1535 - 1645
Sultan Kudarat establishes leadership over 
a large part of Mindanao including Davao, 
Cotabato and Zamboanga, signing a 
peace treaty that leads to several years of 
peace in Mindanao.



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in GLOBALIZATION AND THE 
CONTEMPORARY WORLD



March 24, 1994
The governments of Brunei-
Darussalam, Indonesia, Malaysia and 
the Philippines  launch the East 
ASEAN Growth Area (BIMP-EAGA) 
in Davao City.  This initiative boosts 
the Mindanao economy as it plays a 
central role in the collective

development in the East ASEAN areas of: Brunei; Sulawesi 
and Kalimantan, Indonesia; Sabah and Sarawak, Malaysia; 
and  Mindanao, Philippines.  



BIMP-EAGA co-operation aims to increase trade, tourism 
and investments inside and outside the subregion by: 
Facilitating the free movement of people, goods and 
services, Making the best use of common infrastructure and 
natural resources, Taking the fullest advantage of economic 
complementation of: Brunei; Sulawesi and Kalimantan, 
Indonesia; Sabah and Sarawak, Malaysia; and  Mindanao, 
Philippines.  BIMP-EAGA co-operation aims to increase 
trade, tourism and investments inside and outside the 
subregion by: Facilitating the free movement of people, 
goods and services, Making the best use of common 
infrastructure and natural resources, Taking the fullest 
advantage of economic complementation



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in ART APPRECIATION



1950’s

Photo from:  mindanews.com

“Usahay” is composed by  
Policeman-musician 
Gregorio Responso Labja , a 
government employee based 
in Tagum City, but is wrongly 
credited to a musician in 
Cebu.



1974

Photo of Sining Kambayoka from:  http://www.msumain.edu.ph/details.php/student/
student-arts-and-culture/sining-kambayoka-ensemble

Sining Kambayoka, the 
world-famous theater group 
from Mindanao State 
University, is founded by 
playwright-director Frank G. 
Rivera, the root word being 
bayok, a traditional Maranao 
drama with two versifiers 
acting out a story



1977
Kulturang Ating Theatre Group 
stages the first rock opera in 
Mindanao, Sa Bundok ng Apo, 
libretto by Al Santos, Music by 
Joey Ayala, Choreography by 
Agnes Locsin, and in 2012, 
Encantada, to be created by the 
same team is staged by CCP IN 
1992, and in Davao in 2012 on 
it’s 20th anniversary.



1978

Photo of refined gold from Diwalwal mines from  http://
pulitzercenter.org/

Asin records the single 
“Masdan Mo ang 
Kapaligiran”, which 
receives the Department 
of Environment and 
Natural Resources Likas 
Yaman Award in 1991.



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in an ART and 
HUMANITIES ELECTIVE



1988

Photo of TALA beside her portrait by National Artist Bencab at 
Ayala Museum from Vida Ayala Ko Rodriguez

Tita Lacambra Ayala is the 
first Mindanaowon to win a 
National Book Award for 
“Davao Road Map”,  her 
victory is to be followed by 
Ricardo De Ungria, Macario 
D. Tiu, Jose Jowel Canuday, 
Karl M. Gaspar and in 2015, 
“Rido”, a book on clan 
conflicts written by several 
Mindanawon academics wins 
the award. 
 



1993

Photo from NCCA

Magindanawon Kudyapi Player  Sulaiman, a 
popular barber in his community serving as 
an Imam in the Libutan Mosque,  is declared 
a National Living Treasure for his extensive 
repertoire of dinaladay, linapu, muinuna, 
binalig and other forms and styles 
interpreted with refinement and sensitivity, 
fully demonstrating the creative and 
expressive possibilities of the kudyapi. 



Photo from:  http://philippinesnow.org/

Gary Granada, a native of 
Maco, Davao, wins the 
Grand Prize of the Metro 
Pop Music Festival for his 
song “Mabuti Pa Sila”, 
following a 1984 win  for 
“Salamat Salamat Musika”
in the 7th Metro Pop Music Festival’s Professional Division  and 
the top prize in the 1989 United Nations Environmental Program 
(UNEP) Songwriting Contest for “Earthkeeper”. 



T’boli tnalak weaver Laang 
Dulay is declared  National 
Living Treasure for her 
excellent  abaca textiles, 
recreating images from the 
past of the T’bolis: crocodiles, 
butterflies, flowers, 
mountains and streams of 
Lake Sebu, South Cotabato, 



Yakan Musician of  Lamitan, Basilan from a 
family gifted with a strong tradition in music 
and privileged with the legacy of Yakan 
instruments from their ancestors, Uwang 
Ahadas, is declared National Living Treasure,  
having learned the rudiments of playing 
Yakan traditional instruments from the elders 
in his community, he devotes his life to 
teaching Yakan musical traditions and 
ancestral music  to the Yakan youth. 



2004

Photo of Sama village in  
Taw i Tawi from rappler.com

Haja Amina Appi, master mat weaver among 
the Sama of Tawi Tawi, whose female 
daughters and granddaughters from her 
female descendants have taken up mat 
weaving, is declared a National Living 
Treasure, respected throughout her 
community for her unique designs, 
straightness of her edging (tabig) and the 
fine-ess of her sasa and kima-kima



Mindanao-Sulu Timeline  
in SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY ELECTIVE



1964
Local inventor Rafael Florendo Sr. rolls out the first 
motorela in Cagayan de Oro in 1964, a new concept 
of public transportation. 



1973 

Photo of Agus Power Dam from:  http://www.napocor.gov.ph/index.php/min-gen

In 1973 the country begins building several hydroelectric 
power sources, seven of which are located in Mindanao, 
tapping the Agus River (that runs from Lanao del Sur to 
Lanao del Norte and Iligan City) and one from Pulangi 
River in Bukidnon.



October 1994
Mindanao Goes Online when Xavier University gets 
its internet connection. 



2004
The first solar photovoltaic 
(solar-powered) power 
plant in the Philippines is 
built by the Cagayan de 
Oro Power and Electric 
Light Company in 
Barangay Indahag, 
Cagayan De Oro City.



May 9, 2016
Rodrigo Roa Duterte, former Mayor of Davao City, is 
elected President of the Republic of the Philippines, and 
becomes the first President to come from Mindanao. 
Duterte served as mayor of Davao City for 22 years.
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