
A CRY FOR PEACE IN MINDANAO 

We, a group of l\1uslims, Christians and members of civil society from 

Mindanao, have answered the invitation of the Community of Sant'Egidio to come 

together in Rometo dialogue on peace in Mindanao. We were graced by the active 

presence of His Eminence Orlando B. Cardinal Quevedo, 0.1\II.I., Archbishop of 

Cotabato, and His Excellency 1\l-Hajj I\forad L:brahim, Chairman of the Moro Islamic 

Liberation Front. They had attended the International Meeting "Paths of Peace", 

organized by the same Community of Sant'Egidio in Münster-Osnabrück, Germany. 

Our hearts cry for peace. \'{! e felt the sufferings of the displace<l people of 

1\llarawi and the whole region, particularly the ongoing ordeal of innocent hostages inside 

the city. We experienced helplessness as well as righteous indignation while the weapons 

of destruction dailv increase the death toll of combatants and civilians . 

1\farawi dramatizes for us three interconnected challenges to peace in i\lindanao: 

violent extremism and terrorism; the uncertainties of tbe implementation of tbc political 

peace process; tbe cmcial role of religious leaders and communities in tbc re-building 

and development of l'vfarawi. 

In this light, we make the following declarations : 

1. The conflict in Marawi is not a religious war; it is a war against terrorism. The 

many stories of mutual assistance between Muslims and Christians attest to 

tbeir rejection of this evil. Tbese stories of solidarity likewise witness to the 

Filipinos' sense of sbaring a common humanity witb any one in need, 

regardless of creed or community.

2. Islam and Christianity are religions for peace. We call for inclusion of peace 

education at all levels in our schools, madaris and communities. We need to 

build a Culture of Peace based on personal integrity, respect for human rights, 

inter-cultural dialogue, care for tbe environment, peaceful co-existence and 

eradicat:ion of poverty. \X/e recall tbc words of Prof. Andrea Riccardi, 

founder of the Community of Sant'Egidio, that "war is the mother of all 

poverty."

3. lnter-faitb and int:ra-faith dialogue should be promoted as a means of 

understanding and appreciating other culturcs and religions and cnhancing 

cooperation. Tbis dialoguc must movc from thc higbcst level to the grassroots 

level of society. Dialogue starts witb self-examination to removc biases and 

prejudices.

4. We welcome current cfforts at writing a more inclusive history of Mindanao 

tbat cxplorc tbc root causes of conflict and dcpicts significant: cvcnts and 

pcrsonalities from Muslim and Lumad (Indigenous Peoples) communities. 
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